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PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION
Colorado State University, Zoology, B.S., 1984-1987
San Diego State University, Biology, M.S., 1988-1992
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego, Oceanography, Ph.D., 1992-1998
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, Post-Doctoral Fellow, 1999-2002

APPOINTMENTS
Lead Scientist - Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve, 2002-present
Research Associate - Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UCSD, 2007-present
Affiliated Faculty - Environmental & Ocean Science, University of San Diego, 2012-present
Adjunct Faculty - San Diego State University, 2007-2012
Part-Time Lecturer - University of San Francisco, 2001-2002 

SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES  
Co-President - Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions, 2018-present
Wetlands Advisory Board - City of San Diego (Mayoral Appointment), 1997-1999; 2009-
present 
Associate Editor - Marine Ecology, 2010-present
Science Advisory Panel - Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project, 2006-present
Strategic Advisory Board - Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System, 2006-present
NERRS System-Wide Monitoring Program Oversight Committee, 2010-present
Science Advisory Committee - Ormond Beach Restoration Project, 2010- resent
Science and Technical Advisory Committee - ReWild Mission Bay, 2015-present
Science Advisory Committee - San Diego Bay Living Shorelines Project, 2013-present
Coastal Resilience Ventura - The Nature Conservancy, 2011-2013
Ballast Outreach Advisory Team, 2000-2007
Invited Participant - National Invasive Species Act Reauthorization Conference, 2001 
Invited Participant - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Workshop on Marine Bioinvasions, 1998
Invited Participant - National Forum on Species Invasions in U.S. Marine & Fresh Waters, 1996

GRANTS (P.I. & CO-P.I.)
Causes and Consequences of Hypoxic Events in Low-Inflow Estuaries – NOAA Coastal 



Hypoxia Research Program (L Levin, P.1.), 2018-2021
Pre-Restoration Monitoring of the Tijuana Estuary Tidal Restoration Project – California 

Coastal Conservancy (J Crooks, P.I.), 2017-2019
Marshes on the Margins - NOAA Ecological Effects of Sea Level Rise Program (M Cooper, P.I.) 

2016-2020
Monitoring and Management of Lagoon Mouths in Southern California - NERR Science 

Collaborative (J Crooks, P.I.), 2015-2017
Climate Change Impacts in San Diego’s Coastal Wetlands - Blasker Environment Grant, the San 

Diego Foundation (J Crooks, P.I.), 2015-2016
Detection Anthropogenic Freshwater Impacts in Los Peñasquitos Lagoon - County of San 

Diego and Los Peñasquitos Lagoon Foundation (J Crooks, P.I.), 2014-2017
Ecosystem Monitoring of Los Peñasquitos Lagoon - Coastal Conservancy, LPL Foundation (J 

Crooks, P.I.), 2004-present
Restoration Monitoring of South San Diego Bay Salt Ponds - Coastal Conservancy (J Crooks,. 

P.I.), 2011-present
Climate Change Adaptation in the Tijuana River Valley - Coastal and Ocean Climate 

Applications, NOAA (J Crooks, P.I.), 2012-2016 
Temporal Investigations of Marsh Ecosystems (TIME): Using Temporal Information to Steer 

Wetland Recovery - NERRS Science Collaborative (K Goodrich, P.I.), 2012-2015
Eutrophication Monitoring of San Diego County Estuaries – Southern California Coastal Water 

Research Project (M Sutula, P.I.), 2008-2009
Invasive Ecosystem Engineers in the Salt Marshes of Southern California, USA, and Northern 

Baja California, Mexico - Western Regional Panel, Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (J 
Crooks, P.I.), 2006-2007

Invaders at the Interface: Adaptive Management for Invasive Species in a Coastal Wetland 
Reserve - The San Diego Foundation (J Crooks, P.I.), 2006-2007

Restoration of High Salt Marsh and Upland Transition Zone in the Tijuana River Estuary - 
Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project (J Crooks, P.I.), 2004-2005

The Invasion and Impacts of Tamarisk in Tijuana Estuary Salt Marshes and Ecosystem Recovery 
After its Removal - California Sea Grant (L Levin, P.I.), 2004-2006

Broad-Scale Non-Indigenous Species Monitoring along the West Coast in National Marine 
Sanctuaries and National Estuarine Research Reserves - National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (G Ruiz, P.I.), 2003-2005

Quantitative Analysis of Spatial Patterns of Marine Invasions for North America: Establishing a 
National Baseline & Database - National Sea Grant (G Ruiz, P.I.), 2003-2005

Experimental Eradication of an Invasive Snail in San Francisco Bay – NOAA (G Ruiz P.I.), 200-
2002

Ballast Water and Fouling Community Study - Port of Oakland (G Ruiz, P.I.), 2000-2002



Understanding Patterns and Effects of Nonindigenous Species on Multiple Spatial Scales: A 
Quantitative and Comparative Approach - National Sea Grant (G Ruiz, P.I.), 2000-2002

Contrasting Effects of Ecosystem Alteration by Two Exotic Wetland Invertebrates - National 
Sea Grant (L Levin, P.I.), 1998-2000

Mildred Mathias Grant - University of California Natural Reserve System, 1992

FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS
E.W. Scripps Fellowship - Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 1996
Short-Term Invitational Fellowship - Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, 1996
PADI Foundation Fellowship, 1993
Mabel Myers Scholarship - San Diego State University, 1992
President's Scholarship - Colorado State University, 1984
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